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COMPLAINT FOR DEFAMATION, BUSINESS DISPARAGEMENT, TORTIOUS 
INTERFERENCE WITH CONTRACTUAL RELATIONS, AND INVASION OF 
PRIVACY (DEMAND FOR DAMAGES IN EXCESS OF $1,000,000) 
 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

SUFFOLK, SS. SUPERIOR COURT 
 
John Smith,   
2 Main Street,   
Boston, MA,   
Plaintiff, 
 
v. 
 
Boston Beacon Inc.,   
45 Broad St,   
Boston, MA,   
Defendant. 
 
JURY DEMAND ENDORSED HEREIN 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 
1. Plaintiff incorporates all other paragraphs in this Complaint by reference as though fully 
written here. 
 



2. In the heart of Boston, where trust and reputation are the cornerstones of local business, 
John Smith stands as a paragon of integrity, unjustly maligned by the reckless words of the 
Boston Beacon. Smith Contracting, a business built on the bedrock of honest work and 
community service, has been thrust into the shadow of scandal by a story as false as it is 
damaging. Despite John Smith's unblemished record of service and his role as a pillar of the 
community—evidenced by his membership in the Chamber of Commerce and his dedication 
as a Little League coach—the Boston Beacon has callously sullied his name without regard 
for the truth. 
 
3. On the first day of the new year, a day often marked by renewed hope and beginnings, the 
Boston Beacon published an incendiary article, falsely accusing Smith of engaging in bribery 
for city contracts—a claim as baseless as it is injurious to his livelihood and honor. In the 
wake of this publication, Smith's once-thriving business has suffered cancellations and a 
chilling halt in new engagements, a direct result of the Beacon's heedless disregard for the 
veracity of its reporting. Despite a clear demand for retraction, the newspaper's silence 
speaks volumes, compounding the harm through its inaction and displaying a pattern of 
indifference to the wreckage left in the wake of its words. It is in this light, with the truth as 
our steadfast ally, that we seek redress for the egregious wrongs perpetrated against John 
Smith. 
 

II. JURISDICTION 
 
4. Plaintiff incorporates all other paragraphs in this Complaint by reference as though fully 
written here. 
 

III. PARTIES 
 
5. Plaintiff, John Smith, is an individual residing in Boston, Massachusetts, and is the owner 
and operator of a home contracting business known as Smith Contracting, which has been 
serving the Boston community with integrity and excellence for over a decade. 
 
6. Defendant, The Boston Beacon, is a newspaper publication with widespread circulation in 
the Boston area, known for reporting on local news, including city politics and business 
matters. 
 

IV. GENERAL ALLEGATIONS 
 
7. Plaintiff incorporates all other paragraphs in this Complaint by reference as though fully 
written here. 
 



8. On or about January 1, 2024, The Boston Beacon published an article ("the Article") both 
in print and on its digital platforms, falsely accusing Plaintiff of engaging in corrupt 
activities, specifically of paying bribes to the Mayor of Boston in exchange for being 
awarded preferential contracts for city construction projects. 
 
9. The allegations contained within the Article are categorically false. Plaintiff has never 
engaged in the payment of bribes, nor has he ever been involved in any form of corruption 
or unethical behavior in the conduct of his business. 
 
10. At no point has Plaintiff received preferential treatment or contracts from the City of 
Boston or any of its representatives as a result of illicit or unethical practices. 
 
11. Plaintiff, upon learning of the defamatory Article, took immediate action by contacting 
The Boston Beacon in writing on January 5, 2024, demanding a full and public retraction of 
the false statements contained within the Article. This communication is hereinafter 
referred to as "Exhibit A." 
 
12. Despite Plaintiff's clear and justified demand, The Boston Beacon has failed to respond 
to Plaintiff's communication, nor has it retracted the Article or published any form of 
correction or apology, thereby continuing to endorse and propagate the defamatory 
content. 
 
13. As a direct and proximate result of the publication and continued presence of the Article, 
Plaintiff has suffered severe and ongoing damages. Several of Plaintiff's customers have 
cancelled their existing contracts, and potential new customers have refrained from 
engaging Plaintiff's services. 
 
14. Plaintiff's reputation, which he has built through years of dedicated service and 
community involvement, has been significantly and wrongfully tarnished due to the false 
accusations made by The Boston Beacon. 
 
15. Plaintiff is an upstanding citizen, actively contributing to the local community as a 
member of the Chamber of Commerce and as a coach for the local Little League team, 
further underscoring the baselessness of the accusations against him. 
 
16. The actions of The Boston Beacon, as detailed herein, have not only damaged Plaintiff's 
personal and professional reputation but have also inflicted substantial economic harm 
upon his business, resulting in quantifiable losses. 
 
17. The conduct of The Boston Beacon, as alleged, was carried out with a reckless disregard 
for the truth and with the intention, or at the very least the effect, of causing harm to 
Plaintiff's reputation and livelihood. 
 



18. The aforementioned actions of The Boston Beacon give rise to multiple causes of action, 
including but not limited to defamation, business disparagement, tortious interference with 
contractual relations, and invasion of privacy. 
 
19. Plaintiff asserts that the evidence will demonstrate the falsity of the Article's allegations 
and the extent of the damages suffered as a result of The Boston Beacon's wrongful conduct. 
 

V. CLAIM FOR DEFAMATION 
 
20. Plaintiff incorporates all other paragraphs in this Complaint by reference as though fully 
written here. 
 
21. The defendant, the Boston Beacon newspaper, published a defamatory statement 
concerning the plaintiff, John Smith, which was false. 
 
22. The defamatory statement was published on January 1, 2024, within an article accusing 
the plaintiff of paying bribes to the Mayor of Boston to secure preferential contracts for city 
construction projects. 
 
23. The statement was published in the Boston Beacon, a newspaper with substantial 
circulation, which is available to and read by the public in Suffolk County, Massachusetts, 
and beyond. 
 
24. The defamatory statement is false; the plaintiff, John Smith, has never paid any bribes to 
anyone, including the Mayor of Boston, nor has he received any preferential treatment or 
contracts for city construction projects as a result of any illicit or unethical conduct. 
 
25. The defendant acted at least negligently in publishing the defamatory statement about 
the plaintiff, failing to adequately investigate the veracity of the claims prior to publication. 
 
26. The defendant's publication of the defamatory statement was not privileged under any 
law or statute. 
 
27. The plaintiff, John Smith, demanded a retraction of the defamatory statement in writing 
on January 5, 2024, which the defendant has failed to acknowledge or comply with. 
 
28. As a direct and proximate result of the defendant's publication of the defamatory 
statement, the plaintiff has suffered harm, including damage to his reputation in the 
community, loss of customers, and an inability to attract new business. 
 



29. The plaintiff, John Smith, is an upstanding citizen, a respected member of the Chamber 
of Commerce, and a Little League coach, and prior to the publication of the defamatory 
statement, he enjoyed a positive reputation within the community. 
 
30. The plaintiff has suffered economic losses as a direct result of the defamation, including 
but not limited to the cancellation of projects by several of his customers and the loss of 
potential new customers since the publication of the article. 
 
31. The plaintiff seeks damages for the harm caused by the defendant's defamatory 
publication, which has materially affected his personal and professional life, and his ability 
to conduct business. 
 

VI. CLAIM FOR BUSINESS DISPARAGEMENT 
 
32. Plaintiff incorporates all other paragraphs in this Complaint by reference as though fully 
written here. 
 
33. Plaintiff John Smith is the owner and operator of Smith Contracting, a home contracting 
business providing services within Suffolk County, Massachusetts. 
 
34. Defendant, the Boston Beacon, is a newspaper with wide circulation in Suffolk County, 
Massachusetts, and is therefore subject to the jurisdiction of this court. 
 
35. On or about January 1, 2024, the Defendant published an article falsely accusing Plaintiff 
of paying bribes to the Mayor of Boston to secure preferential contracts for city 
construction projects. 
 
36. The published statements were false, as Plaintiff John Smith never paid any bribes to 
anyone, nor has he received any preferential contracts from the city. 
 
37. The Defendant acted with actual malice, knowing the statements were false or with 
reckless disregard for the truth, as evidenced by their failure to retract the story despite 
Plaintiff's demand on January 5, 2024. 
 
38. The Defendant's publication of the false statements was not privileged under any law or 
regulation. 
 
39. The false statements and accusations made by the Defendant were disparaging to 
Plaintiff's business, as they imputed a lack of integrity and criminal conduct to Plaintiff and 
his business operations. 
 



40. As a direct and proximate result of the Defendant's publication, Plaintiff has suffered 
actual harm, including but not limited to the cancellation of projects by several of Smith 
Contracting's customers. 
 
41. Since the publication of the false statements, Plaintiff has not secured any new 
customers, which is an atypical result for his business and indicative of the damage caused 
by the Defendant's disparagement. 
 
42. Plaintiff's reputation in the community, where he is known as an upstanding citizen, a 
member of the Chamber of Commerce, and a Little League coach, has been significantly 
tarnished due to the Defendant's false statements. 
 
43. The disparagement by the Defendant has caused and will continue to cause financial 
harm to Plaintiff, including lost profits and damages to his business reputation, in an 
amount to be determined at trial, but believed to be in excess of $1 million. 
 
44. Plaintiff has made all necessary and proper demands for a retraction of the false 
statements, which the Defendant has failed to address or comply with, further exacerbating 
the harm to Plaintiff's business and reputation. 
 
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff John Smith respectfully requests damages for the business 
disparagement caused by Defendant, in an amount to be determined at trial, but believed to 
be in excess of $1 million. 
 

VII. CLAIM FOR TORTIOUS INTERFERENCE WITH CONTRACTUAL RELATIONS 
 
45. Plaintiff incorporates all other paragraphs in this Complaint by reference as though fully 
written here. 
 
46. Plaintiff John Smith is the owner and operator of Smith Contracting, a home contracting 
business that engages in lawful business activities within Suffolk County, Massachusetts. 
 
47. Smith Contracting had existing contractual relationships with various customers for 
home construction projects, which were expected to continue and generate substantial 
revenue for Smith Contracting. 
 
48. On or about January 1, 2024, Defendant Boston Beacon published a false and 
defamatory article accusing Plaintiff John Smith of engaging in bribery with the Mayor of 
Boston to secure preferential contracts for city construction projects. 
 



49. The allegations made by Defendant Boston Beacon in the published article were without 
merit and entirely false, as Plaintiff John Smith never engaged in any such conduct, nor did 
he receive any preferential treatment or contracts from the city. 
 
50. Defendant Boston Beacon acted intentionally and maliciously, with the knowledge that 
the publication of such false allegations would likely result in harm to Plaintiff John Smith's 
business and contractual relations. 
 
51. As a direct and proximate result of the publication of the defamatory article by 
Defendant Boston Beacon, several of Plaintiff John Smith's customers cancelled their 
existing contracts for construction projects with Smith Contracting. 
 
52. Since the publication of the false article, Plaintiff John Smith has not been able to secure 
new customers for his home contracting business, which is an unusual and significant 
departure from his business's performance prior to the publication. 
 
53. The actions of Defendant Boston Beacon have directly interfered with the contractual 
relations of Plaintiff John Smith, causing cancellations of contracts and loss of business 
opportunities. 
 
54. Plaintiff John Smith's reputation in the community, where he is known as an upstanding 
citizen, a member of the Chamber of Commerce, and a Little League coach, has been 
significantly tarnished due to the false accusations published by Defendant Boston Beacon. 
 
55. The conduct of Defendant Boston Beacon was intentional, willful, and without 
justification or privilege, and was done with the intent to inflict harm upon Plaintiff John 
Smith's business and contractual relations. 
 
56. As a result of Defendant Boston Beacon's tortious interference with Plaintiff John 
Smith's contractual relations, Plaintiff has suffered damages in excess of $1 million, 
including but not limited to lost profits, loss of business reputation, and emotional distress. 
 
57. Plaintiff John Smith has demanded a retraction of the false article from Defendant 
Boston Beacon, but as of the date of this complaint, no retraction has been issued, further 
exacerbating the harm to Plaintiff's business and reputation. 
 
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff John Smith respectfully requests that this Court grant relief for the 
tortious interference with contractual relations and award damages in the amount of $1 
million, along with any other relief the Court deems just and proper. 
 

VIII. CLAIM FOR INVASION OF PRIVACY 
 



58. Plaintiff incorporates all other paragraphs in this Complaint by reference as though fully 
written here. 
 
59. Plaintiff John Smith is a resident of Suffolk County, Massachusetts, and the owner of 
Smith Contracting, a home contracting business. 
 
60. Defendant, the Boston Beacon, is a newspaper with wide circulation within Suffolk 
County, Massachusetts, and is thus subject to the jurisdiction of this Court. 
 
61. On or about January 1, 2024, the Boston Beacon published an article that contained false 
and defamatory statements about Plaintiff John Smith. 
 
62. The publication of the article was not of legitimate public concern and was not related to 
any public proceeding or public figure status of Plaintiff John Smith. 
 
63. The article falsely accused Plaintiff John Smith of paying bribes to the Mayor of Boston in 
exchange for preferential contracts for city construction projects. 
 
64. Plaintiff John Smith has never paid bribes to any individual, including the Mayor of 
Boston, nor has he received any preferential contracts as a result of illicit payments. 
 
65. The false accusations published by the Boston Beacon intruded upon Plaintiff John 
Smith's seclusion by casting him in a false light and by publicizing a matter that would be 
highly offensive to a reasonable person. 
 
66. The publication of the article was done with reckless disregard for its truth or falsity, 
and with the intent to cause harm to Plaintiff John Smith's personal and professional 
reputation. 
 
67. As a direct and proximate result of the Boston Beacon's publication of the false 
accusations, Plaintiff John Smith has suffered harm, including damage to his reputation, loss 
of business, and emotional distress. 
 
68. The actions of the Boston Beacon constitute an invasion of Plaintiff John Smith's privacy 
under the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
 
69. Plaintiff John Smith has suffered damages as a result of the Boston Beacon's invasion of 
his privacy, including but not limited to economic loss, damage to his reputation, and 
emotional distress. 
 
70. Plaintiff John Smith is entitled to damages in the amount of $1 million due to the Boston 
Beacon's invasion of his privacy. 
 



WHEREFORE, Plaintiff John Smith respectfully requests that this Court: 
 
A. Grant judgment in favor of Plaintiff on all claims for Defamation, Business Disparagement, 
Tortious Interference with Contractual Relations, and Invasion of Privacy; 
 
B. Issue a judicial determination of the rights, duties, and obligations of the parties hereto; 
 
C. Enjoin Defendant, The Boston Beacon, from further publishing, disseminating, or 
otherwise communicating the false and defamatory statements about Plaintiff; 
 
D. Award Plaintiff compensatory damages in an amount to be proven at trial, but not less 
than $1 million, to compensate for the economic harm, loss of reputation, and emotional 
distress suffered by Plaintiff; 
 
E. Grant Plaintiff punitive damages in an amount sufficient to punish Defendant for its 
willful, wanton, and malicious conduct and to deter similar conduct in the future; 
 
F. Award Plaintiff pre-judgment and post-judgment interest at the highest rate allowed by 
law; 
 
G. Award Plaintiff attorney fees, with the appropriate multiplier, plus costs and expenses of 
this litigation; 
 
H. Grant Plaintiff such other and further relief as the Court deems just and proper. 
 
JURY DEMAND:  
John Smith HEREBY DEMAND A JURY ON ALL TRIABLE MATTERS. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
[Your Name]   
[Your Firm]   
[Address]   
[City, State, Zip]   
[Phone Number]   
[Email Address]   
[Bar Number] 
 
Attorney for Plaintiff John Smith 
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