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APRL MODEL RULE 5.5 

RULE 5.5: Multijurisdictional Practice of Law 

(a)  A lawyer admitted and authorized to practice law in any United States jurisdiction, 
and not disbarred or suspended from practice in any jurisdiction, may provide legal services 
in this jurisdiction, subject to the other provisions of this rule.  

(b) Only a lawyer who is admitted to practice in this jurisdiction may hold out to the 
public or otherwise represent that the lawyer is admitted to practice law in this jurisdiction.  

(c)  A lawyer who provides legal services in this jurisdiction shall:   

(1) Disclose where the lawyer is admitted to practice law; 

(2) Comply with this jurisdiction’s rules of professional conduct, including but not 
limited to Rule 1.1 (Competence), and with the admission requirements of courts of this 
jurisdiction;  

(3) Be subject to Rule 8.5 regarding the disciplinary authority and choice of law rules 
of this jurisdiction; and    

(4) Not assist another person in the unauthorized practice of law in this, or any other, 
jurisdiction. 

(d) A lawyer admitted and authorized to practice law in a foreign jurisdiction, and not 
disbarred or suspended from practice in any jurisdiction or the equivalent thereof, may 
provide legal services in this jurisdiction that: 

(1) are provided to the lawyer's employer or its organizational affiliates; 

(2) are not services for which the forum requires pro hac vice admission; and  

(3) do not arise under the law of any U.S. jurisdiction, unless the services are provided 
after consultation with a lawyer authorized to practice law in this jurisdiction. 

 

New Comments 

 

1. This rule acknowledges that the  practice of law now routinely transcends geographic 
jurisdictional boundaries. The question of what it means for a lawyer to practice law “in” a 
jurisdiction has been clouded by advances in technology that facilitate lawyers’ ability to 
communicate, work, and appear in other jurisdictions. For example, historically a lawyer’s 
physical presence in a jurisdiction was the predominate factor in determining where the 
lawyer practiced law. In modern law practices, lawyers routinely send e-mails, place phone 
calls, and participate in video calls with clients and other parties in other jurisdictions, 
rendering the lawyer’s physical location irrelevant to the lawyer’s capacity to provide legal 
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services. Similarly, the advent of on-line research, including access to local rules and 
ordinances, has enhanced lawyers’ ability to master competency without regard to artificial 
geographic limitations. Hence, this rule recognizes the realities of current law practice and 
expanding access to lawyers while still being mindful of the need for public protection.  

2. The definition of the practice of law may be established by statute or common law and 
varies from one jurisdiction to another. Whatever the definition, limiting the practice of law 

to individuals admitted and authorized to practice law in at least one United States 
jurisdiction, protects the public against rendition of legal services by unqualified and 
unaccountable persons. Under the circumstances specified in section 5.5(d) of this rule, 
lawyers licensed in a foreign jurisdiction may also practice law without undue risk of harm to 
the public.  

3. A lawyer is “admitted” in a jurisdiction when they have been formally licensed to appear in 
the courts of that jurisdiction without limitation. A lawyer may be “authorized” to practice in 
a jurisdiction if they are admitted to practice in any U.S. jurisdiction or, where court rules so 
require, the lawyer has been admitted to appear by a pro hac vice procedure, or other similar 
mechanism. A lawyer may be admitted to practice but not authorized to do so, because, for 
example, the lawyer is on inactive status. Under this rule, a lawyer must be both admitted 
and authorized to practice in at least one United States jurisdiction. 

4. The distinction of being admitted in a particular jurisdiction relates to the privilege of 
regularly appearing in the courts of this jurisdiction and communicating that privilege to the 
public. Thus, while lawyers admitted in other jurisdictions may practice in this jurisdiction as 
provided in this rule, only lawyers admitted in this jurisdiction may represent that they are 
fully authorized to appear regularly in the courts of this jurisdiction. 

5. Paragraph (c)(1) requires that all lawyers, including lawyers admitted in this jurisdiction, 
disclose the jurisdiction(s) in which they are admitted. Such disclosure is necessary to inform 
consumers of legal services and other parties where the lawyer’s license originates and to 
facilitate disciplinary enforcement. This Rule anticipates that the primary form of disclosure 
will be in written communications, such as lawyers’ signature blocks on correspondence and 
in lawyer advertising, including websites. A lawyer who communicates orally with another 
person and knows, or reasonably should know, that the other person has a misunderstanding 
about the lawyer’s licensure, has an affirmative duty to correct the person’s impression. See 
Rule 4.3.  

6. A lawyer may establish an office for the practice of law in this jurisdiction with proper 
disclosure of the jurisdiction(s) in which the lawyer is admitted.  

7. Whether and how lawyers may communicate the availability of their services in this 
jurisdiction is governed by Rules 7.1 – 7.3. 

8. All lawyers are required to be competent in the practice of law. See Rule 1.1. The lawyer’s 
duty of competence applies regardless of practice area or the jurisdiction in which a matter is 
located.  
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9. All lawyers are subject to the disciplinary authority of the jurisdictions in which they practice. 
See Rule 8.5(a). The frequency with which disciplinary authorities have exercised their 
authority to prosecute and discipline lawyers not licensed in their jurisdiction has increased 
in the past decade, suggesting that geographic boundaries are not an impediment to holding 
lawyers accountable for ethical misconduct. Hence, allowing lawyers to practice in multiple 
jurisdictions does not undermine public protection.  

10. A lawyer does not engage in the unauthorized practice of law by employing the services of 
paraprofessionals and delegating functions to them, so long as the lawyer supervises the 
delegated work and retains responsibility for their work. See Rule 5.3. A lawyer may provide 
professional advice and instruction to nonlawyers whose employment requires knowledge of 
the law; for example, claims adjusters, employees of financial or commercial institutions, 
social workers, accountants, and persons employed in government agencies. Lawyers also 
may assist independent nonlawyers, such as paraprofessionals, who are authorized by the law 
of a jurisdiction to provide particular law-related services. In addition, a lawyer may counsel 
nonlawyers who wish to proceed pro se. 

11. To the extent that a court rule or other law of this jurisdiction requires a lawyer who is not 
admitted to practice in this jurisdiction to obtain admission pro hac vice before appearing 
before a tribunal or administrative agency, this Rule requires the lawyer to obtain that 
authority. In the absence of such requirements, this Rule permits lawyers to appear before 
administrative agencies in jurisdictions in which they are not admitted, subject to the other 
provisions of this Rule.  

12. In situations in which pro hac vice admission is required, this Rule permits a lawyer to 
engage in conduct in anticipation of a proceeding or hearing in a jurisdiction in which the 
lawyer is authorized to practice law under this rule but for which pro hac vice admission has 
not yet been obtained. Examples of such conduct include meetings with the client, 
interviews of potential witnesses, and the review of documents.  

13. Paragraph (d) applies to a foreign lawyer who is employed by a client to provide legal 
services to the client or its organizational affiliates, i.e., entities that control, are controlled 
by, or are under common control with the employer. This paragraph does not authorize the 
foreign lawyer to provide personal legal services to the employer’s officers or employees or 
legal services to the general public. The paragraph applies to in-house corporate lawyers, 
government lawyers and others who are employed to render legal services to the employer. 
The lawyer’s ability to represent the employer outside the foreign jurisdiction in which the 
lawyer is licensed generally serves the interests of the employer and does not create an 
unreasonable risk to the client and others because the employer is well situated to assess the 
lawyer’s qualifications and the quality of the lawyer’s work. To further decrease any risk to 
the client, when advising on the domestic law of a United States jurisdiction or on the law of 
the United States, the foreign lawyer authorized to practice under this Rule needs to first 
consult with a lawyer admitted and authorized to practice in at least one U.S. jurisdiction. 

 


